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Introduction

We have all encountered books, new and old, 
lacking an index. 

This presentation will describe methods to 
download, scan and photograph such books, and 
to convert the image files into a fully searchable 
format.
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Methodology

Digital download from Google Books

Photographic technique using a copy stand, 
digital camera controlled by computer

Scanning technique using a specially designed 
book scanner 
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1. Digital download from Google Books

A major project from Google consists of 
digitizing every book published, in spite of 
copyright issues

At present you can freely download books in 
PDF format that are out of the grasp of 
copyright laws.

http://books.google.com/

Sunday, April 10, 2011

http://books.google.com
http://books.google.com


No preview = no viewing 

Full preview = entire book can be viewed 

Snippet = limited viewing 

Preview = no full viewing 

Sunday, April 10, 2011



Choose plain text 
to convert image 
page, or PDF to 
download

In this case, choosing ‘download PDF’ will create the entire 717 page book on your hard drive.  
This seemed like a great idea as the two volume reprint that I purchased years ago had no 
index.  It was always a frustrating experience to locate information on a particular person.  
This free download is not an improvement for me since the PDF file is not searchable.

A solution will follow.
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2. Photographic Process

Beseler CS-20 photographic copy 
stand, Nikon D90 camera, Nikkor 60mm 
macro lens, MacBook Pro using Nikon 
Camera Control Pro software to 
control the camera and transfer images 
to the computer.
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2. Photographic Process

A typical book 
copying setup, using 
a magnetic strip to 
help keep the page 
flat
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The display of the 
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Control Pro software. 
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2. Photographic Process
The display of the 
MacBook Pro, using 
Nikon Camera 
Control Pro software. 

Complete control of 
the camera is 
achieved from the 
computer. 

Images are 
transferred directly to 
the computer via a 
USB cable.
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2. Photographic Process

A sample page, white balance and 
colour corrected for the light source.
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2. Photographic Process

A sample page, white balance and 
colour corrected for the light source.

The end result in this procedure is a 
series of individual images, in JPG or 
RAW format.
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3. Book Saver from Ion Audio

Ion Audio is best known for their USB turntables, designed to convert 
vinyl LPs to digital format

They are soon to make available an inexpensive book scanner

http://www.ionaudio.com/booksaver
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The Book Saver is supplied with two cameras and an SD slot to record the pages in JPG or PDF 
format.  The book is rested on the cradle, with overlying plastic cover.  A 200 page book can be 
scanned in 15 minutes.  Price is US$150.00.  When it becomes available - I will have one!
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4. Book Scanner from Plustek

Plustek is well known for their conventional scanners.

The OpticBook 3600 has two novel features

The glass plate on the front has no bevel, so there is no curvature at 
the spine

Software option to flip odd/even pages automatically

The end result is a single non-searchable PDF file
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http://plustek.com/?country=US

http://plustek.com/usa/products/opticbook-series/
opticbook-3600-plus/introduction.html
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The Final Step

We have arrived at this point from one of four possible directions.  

In each case we likely have a non-searchable digital copy of a book.

Obviously, a solution is needed to render the initial capture into a fully 
searchable PDF file.

My saviour to this dilemma is PDF OCR X, available for both PC and 
Mac platforms.

There is a free version, but is limited to a single page or image per 
conversion.  Once you have tested the process, you will likely want to 
purchase the so-called Enterprise Edition, with unlimited pages and 
size of the PDF.  At $29.99 it is a worthwhile utility to have in your 
collection.
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The Final Step

It doesn’t get any easier than this.

Simply drag and drop the image or PDF file into the white space.

Supports over 20 languages

Works with images such as GIF, JPG, TIF, BMP, PNG and more

http://solutions.weblite.ca/pdfocrx/
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