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Introduction
Taken from the author’s web site, “GenScriber is a transcription editor 
for census records, church records, birth, marriage, baptisms, burials etc.”   

“The interface is comprised of several resizable windows with a single 
main window.” 

“A register image can be viewed in the top window while data is input in 
the bottom window.” 

“There is a choice of data input types.  A spreadsheet style grid or a word 
processor style text editor.” 

“The worksheet and text pad work independently.  They can be used to 
edit different data by switching between the tabs.  It is possible to copy/
paste data between the editors.



Introduction

A wide variety of image formats can be viewed in 
GenScriber, including jpg, tif and pdf. 

My most used documents include census returns, 
provincial records, church records and wills. 

This presentation illustrates the latest full release, ver. 2.3.4.  
Genscriber 2.4 is available as a Beta version.  Its many new 
features are described and illustrated on their web site.



Case Studies
For this presentation I will feature transcriptions 
of: 

A Last Will & Testament 

Census Return 

Marriage Certificate 

Late Registration of Births



Getting Started
The first step is to locate the folder containing the 
image or pdf files to be transcribed 

Select the file to be processed 

Decide whether you will be transcribing as a 
spreadsheet (e.g. census) or open text (e.g. will)  

If using a spreadsheet format you need to create 
column headers



The first example will be a typical Last Will & 
Testament from the early 1820s.



3. The TextPad editor was used in this example of 
a will.  My transcriptions use the same paragraph 
layout as the original.  I transcribe with all 
original spellings.

1. Selected folder containing 
list of compatible files 

2. Selected image file 
to be transcribed

4. Transcription 
of the above will



The next example is a 1901 Canada Census return.



When transcribing census returns use a spreadsheet format.  

1. Select Column Options

2. Key in headers for each column



Create a Picklist for Repeated Entries

1. Select the column 
for the picklist

2. Select ‘yes’ for the header

3. A picklist window opens.  
Type desired word list.



1. Selected folder containing 
list of compatible files 

2. Selected image file 
to be transcribed

3. Transcription of the 
above census enumeration



The next 
demonstration will be a 
Marriage Registration 
from New Brunswick.



1. As for any new 
document, the first step 
is to create a template 
name and titles for the 
spreadsheet columns.

2. If desired add a 
Remarks column, and 

set to fulltext.

3. Click Save when done.



1. Selected folder containing 
list of compatible files 

2. Selected image file 
to be transcribed

3. Transcription of the 
above Marriage 

Registration



This is an example of the usefulness of being able to insert a 
full text window to explain issues encountered with the original 
document. 



The next demonstration will utilize Late 
Registration of Births from New Brunswick. 

These were devised to accommodate those people 
for whom there were no original birth certificates, 
and some proof of birth was necessary later in life. 

The informant was usually a parent, sibling, related 
family member, neighbour, or the person requesting 
the Late Registration of Birth document.





The first step is to create a list of column titles, 
using the same procedure described earlier.



There may be instances when you want to have a Remarks 
window to enter errors or discrepancies from the original 
document.  

1. Add ‘Remarks’ to 
the end of the list

2. Check here to 
create a text entry box



1. Selected folder containing 
list of compatible files 

2. Selected image file 
to be transcribed

3. Transcription of the above 
Late Registration of Birth



GenScriber offers the ability to create lists of repeated entries.

1. Select 
Column Options

2. Select the column 
for which you want 
to create a list

3. Double click 
the cell in the 
Picklist column

4. Click ‘Edit 
Hint’ to open the 
dialogue box



A text entry box opens, in which you can type in the repeated items.  
The list can be edited anytime.

Click ‘Save’ when done



Having entered data for the first person you are ready to add subsequent 
people.  You will want to enter the names in alphabetical order.  If the 
name is to be entered after the first, simply place the cursor on the first 
cell of the second row and start typing.

Click here to add a row above



A sister of Lilian Daisie has been added.



Those of us using Second Site have commented several times 
that once our TMG projected is published, the resulting Second 

Site pages have a tendency to display glaring errors.

GenScriber has the same effect when one compiles different 
records into a single spreadsheet.



Three daughters

1. Entries for Children Born & Number Now 
Living differs between the three registrations.

2. This is unsettling given that the 
informant (i.e. the father) completed 

these registration forms on the same day.

These discrepancies might well have gone unnoticed had the 
data been keyed into TMG separately for each child.



Such challenges are all part of the endless challenges 
we face in assembling family members.



Visit the GenScriber web site 

http://www.genscriber.com

http://www.genscriber.com

