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Introduction

This presentation continues on from Parts I & 2, which described the basic/
naked and embellished uses of Second Site.

A selection of options from the list in User Items will be described.  This 
selection is based upon my own use of Second Site, and is not intended to be 
a complete review of all options.  For an exhaustive reading of all that Second 
Site has to offer, go to the Help files.
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Second Site ~ Embellished
User Items

Selections for this presentations are:

Charts
Person Search
BMD Maps
Burial Maps
Repository Maps
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Second Site ~ Embellished
User Items - Charts
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From the File drop 
down menu I will 
select my main 
genealogy project.
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1. Select Pages 

2. User Items
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3. Check Charts

4. Check Descendant Chart 
(Indented) 
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5. Highlight Descendant 
Chart (Indented) 

6. Select Edit Current Item
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This is the Edit window displaying default settings.
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7. Enter a descriptive title

8. Enter TMG ID for 
the oldest person

10. Select ‘MenuBar, 
Bottom’ to position 
below main links

11. Select Button 
Image charts

12. Enter a description 
for the chart

9. Select number of
generations

13. Click ‘Appearance’ tab
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14. Check ‘Open Collapsed’.  Viewer can 
choose to open entire chart or a part thereof.

15. Check ‘Use Chart Colors’ to 
distinguish Subject, Daughter, Son, 
Spouse Unknown Gender & 
Duplicate
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Hold mouse cursor over other options at the bottom 
of the User Items window to view their function.

Add new item 

Edit item 

Duplicate current item avoids 
having to re-enter options 

Use Up/Down arrows 
to re-order charts 
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Charts
Some of the 27 ancestral charts on my site.  I’ve included my ancestral chart.
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Charts
The default I selected was ‘collapse’, allowing the viewer to see all generations, or certain families.
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Charts
Click on ‘Expand All’ to view entire chart.  Only the top portion is shown here.
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Charts
Click on any person in the chart to be directed to their Person Page.
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Charts
You can also include your ancestral chart.  Only the top portion is shown here.
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To view the results of the above options for creating a descendant or 
ancestral chart go to:

www.ancestraltrails.ca

> Click ‘View My Data File’ (opens a new window)

> Click ‘Charts’

> Click on any of the underlined ancestors

> Click ‘Expand All’

or

> Click on ‘+’ to view a particular family
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Second Site ~ Embellished

User Items - Person Search

By default, Second Site does not allow searching for a particular individual.  
The usual options are to select Surnames > First letter of a surname > Select a 
surname of interest > scroll down the alphabetical list of people.

The Person Search option is brilliant.  Not only can you enter first & middle 
name and surname, you can also narrow the search using birth year, death 
year, spouse, father and mother.

An index file is created when you create your site.  When a viewer selects 
‘Person Search’ the index file is downloaded to their computer.  Once done, 
search findings are instantaneous.
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1. Select ‘Pages’

2. Select ‘User Items’

3. Select ‘Add Item’
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4. From the list of Item Types, 
select ‘Other - Custom Page’

5. Click OK
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6. Enter a suitable title

8. Click OK

7. There are two reasons for entering text as shown below that 
will appear between your page links and the search window: (a) 
the actual download time of the search window can take a 
significant amount of time, depending upon the number of 
people in your project, (b) having the help text as shown below 
displays immediately upon clicking the Person Search icon, and 
takes away the mystery of whether anything is actually 
happening  It also provides some suggestions to the viewer on 
how to use the search feature.  Editing Tips: <p> inserts a 
paragraph break, and <b> makes the text appear bold. 
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8. Highlight ‘Person Search’

9. Select ‘Add Item’
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10. Highlight ‘Content Item - Search Form’

11. Click OK
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12. Type a title (can 
be the same)

14. By default, these 
5 items are checked

15. Check ‘Show 
Places in Results’

16. Click OK

13. Select ‘Regular 
Expressions’
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The two step process is displayed

17. Click ‘Build Site’ 
to see the results
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After building your site click on the Person Search icon  The help text that you have 
entered will appear as shown above.
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This is the result of creating the Person Search 
option using the selections just described.
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Test of Person Search.  Entering as much data as 
possible will narrow the results.

Click ‘Search’
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This page took less than a second to display, having searched more than 51,000 people.

Most likely people 
are displayed 
above this line.

Click on any name 
to display their 
person page
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To the left of the name are displayed icons 
representing TMG flags.  In this case the green tree 
shows that Marcus Palmer Sr. is an ancestor (my 3ggf), 
the flag shows that he was a Loyalist.

Marcus Palmer Sr. appears in each of 
the descendant charts listed to the left.
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Second Site ~ Embellished

User Items - Maps

There are many options for creating maps for any event in your TMG data.  
This feature requires data to be entered in the LatLong field of the Tag Entry 
window, in the form resembling this example, 46.36206,-63.72579.

The example described here will be for the Birth Tag.  The same procedure is 
followed for Baptism, Christening, Marriage, Death and Burial tags, & 
repositories (e.g. churches, archives, cemetery entrances), or any other tags 
for which there are coordinates. 
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Proper format for 
Latitude-Longitude 
data
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1. Select ‘Pages’

2. Select ‘User Items’

3. Select ‘Add Item’
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1. From the list of Item Types, 
select ‘Other - Custom Page’

2. Click OK
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1. Enter a suitable title

2. Click OK
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1. Highlight the 
new Custom Page

2. Click ‘Add Item’
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1. Select ‘Content Item - Map’

2. Click OK
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1. Enter title for each map

2. Enter a caption 
(appears in italics 
below the map)
3. Alignment - Right 
(default is left)

7. Click OK

5. Select Position Left (default is None)

6. Enter Map Events - Births

4. Click Edit to adjust 
initial map display (see 
next slide)
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This is the default window when you click ‘Edit’ from the previous screen. 
The viewer will have full control over the positioning and zooming of the 
map, the same as one would with Google Maps itself.

1. Use the hand icon 
to reposition the map

2. Use the zoom 
feature to set the 
initial map 
magnification

3. Click OK when 
done
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This map view will then become the default for the Births map.
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These were the default 
settings for Centre Point 
and Zoom

Having edited the display 
for new defaults, the values 
for Centre Point and Zoom 
are altered accordingly.
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Follow the same procedure 
to create maps for other 
events

Saturday, 5 January, 13



Now we will go to a web site to see how it will appear on a web page.
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Title

Caption

Alphabetical 
listing of 
birth events.  
Click on an 
event to 
move to its 
location.
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The viewer can move and zoom the map.
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Click on any pin to view a list of births at that location.  
Click on any person to view their Person Page.
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The viewer can alternate between Map and Satellite views.
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The viewer can switch to Google Street View.
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A future presentation on Second Site will describe more of my favourite options available in 
User Items.  This is when the experience with Second Site really gets interesting.  I will 
describe procedures for describing: 

•  Notable People
•  Homesteads
•  Ancestral Loyalist Migration Maps
•  Other Ancestral Migration Maps
•  Calendar of Events for Births, Baptisms/Christenings, Marriages, Deaths & Burials
•  Repositories
•  Icon Description

I will describe step-by-step instructions on how to create these special pages.

Until then, visit my web site to see how I have customized Second Site.

www.ancestraltrails.ca
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