
Suggested Image Sizes for TMG & Second Site
Presented by David A.Walker!

to the!
Ottawa TMG Users Group!

11 January 2014



TMG Report Options

However, there is no 
provision to alter sizes 
of individual exhibits.

Many options to include, 
position & resize exhibits

Click the 
Exhibits tab



Image Sources

✤ There is a variety of different sources for images:!

✤ Prints of various sizes!

✤ Negatives of various sizes!

✤ Digital images from scanners!

✤ Digital images from cameras!

✤ Digital images from the Internet!

✤ Digital images sent to you



My Approach

✤ From the beginning I did not want to be confined to any one 
application resizing all images to a set size!

✤ Each category of image requires a unique size, or range of sizes!

✤ I chose to use an image editor to allow complete control over each 
individual image



Advice

✤ A rule of thumb ~!

✤ If you are creating digital images from a scanner or camera, always 
adjust resolution to the maximum quality possible!

✤ You can always reduce the image size later!

✤ When editing an original image, never overwrite it with the edited 
version - more later!

✤ Resize = decrease from the original ~ never increase, as the quality 
will be degraded 



Image Editors

✤ There are several excellent image editors on the market!

✤ My recommendations are:!

✤ ACDSee Pro 7 for Windows!

✤ ACDSee Pro 3 for Mac!

✤ Adobe PhotoShop Lightroom 5 for Windows & Mac!

✤ Apple Aperture 3 for Mac!

✤ GIMP 2.8.2 for Windows & Mac



Image Editors

✤ A quick note about GIMP!

✤ Firstly, it’s free for Windows & Mac.!

✤ It has layering capability, making it ideal for piecing together 
sections from census image pages.!

✤ ‘Scale’ is the function used to resize images.!

✤ This is material for a separate presentation.



Image Editors

✤ There will not be sufficient time today to describe how to edit images 
(crop, perspective correction, exposure, contrast, blemish removal 
etc.).  This is an entirely different presentation.!

✤ The focus today is on resizing images for printed reports with TMG 
and publishing with Second Site.



Advice

✤ After editing an image, should you Save or Save As?!

✤ If you Save, the original will be overwritten.!

✤ If you Save As, you will have the original and the edited 
version of the original.!

✤ Some image editors are non-destructive.  ACDSee creates a 
subfolder called Originals; when images are edited, the original 
is placed in the subfolder, and the copy is edited.  LightRoom 
creates a text file with all edits appended to the actual image.



Suggested Image Sizes

Exhibit Type Suggested Size (pixels)  
(longest dimension)

Head & shoulders and full body portrait 600
Family photos, casual or studio, 1-2 people 600
Family photos, casual or studio, >2 people 800
BMD certificates, Bible pages 800-1,400
Census pages, usually cropped 800-1,400
Maps 900
Repositories/Homesteads 600/800
Tombstones/Inscription detail 600/400
Objects (e.g. heirlooms) 400



The dimensions in the previous table are meant only as a 
guideline. !

There will be exceptions, such as portraits in obituaries!

Certificates downloaded from on-line services may not be as large 
as one would like.!

Experiment and decide on sizes that please you.!

Some examples follow, showing the resized images and how they 
look in published form using Second Site.!

Suggested Image Sizes



Head & Shoulders Portrait 
scanned from original, 600 pixels!

!



Full Body Portrait 
scanned from original, 600 pixels!

!



Family Portrait, 
Two People 
scanned from original, 
600 pixels



Family Portrait, > Two People 
scanned from original, 800 pixels



Birth Registration ~ County Record Book 
digital copy from original at Ancestry.com, 1400 pixels 

!
(This size is an exception, due to the length of the record and the very small handwriting.)



Baptism ~ Church Record Book 
scanned from original, 900 pixels



Marriage Registration ~ Marriage Record Book 
digital copy from Public Archives & Records Office, P.E.I., 800 pixels 

(This size is an exception, due to the length of the record and the very small handwriting.)



Marriage Registration ~ County Record Book 
digital copy from original at Ancestry.com, 1,400 pixels 

!
(This size is an exception, due to the length of the record and the very small handwriting.)



Death Registration ~ Provincial/State 
digital copy from original at Provincial Archives of New Brunswick, 1,100 pixels 

!
(This size is an exception, due to the size of the record and the handwriting.)



Published with Second Site



Bible BMD Pages,  
900 pixels

Walker Family Bible,  
published 1795, Edinburgh, Scotland

A red dot is added to each name using 
an image editor.  That exhibit is used 
for a BMD tag for that person.  In this 
example, this exhibit was used in the 
birth tag for my 3rd great grandfather, 
David Walker, born June 25, 1762.



Published with Second Site



Census Pages ~ 800-1,200 pixels 

✤ Width will depend upon the number of columns selected from the 
original!

✤ It will also depend upon the quality of the handwriting



Census Pages ~ 800-1,200 pixels 

800 pixels!
1851 Canada Census, Studholm Parish, Kings County, New Brunswick. 



Census Pages ~ 800-1,200 pixels 

1,200 pixels, columns are wider than in previous example.!
1851 Canada Census, Moncton, Westmorland County, New Brunswick. 



Census Pages ~ 800-1,200 pixels 

1,400 pixels!
1900 US Census, Milford, Worcester County, Massachusetts. 



Maps ~ 900 pixels



Repositories ~ 600 pixels 
including churches, cemetery overviews, archives



Repositories ~ 600 pixels 
including churches, cemetery overviews, archives



Repositories ~ 600 pixels 
including churches, cemetery overviews, archives



Digital photo of 
Aerial view of 
original Walker 
Inn, 1819

Image mapping 
with TMGU was 
used to identify 
the buildings.

Homesteads ~ 800 pixels



Tombstones ~ 600 pixels 
Inscription Details ~ 400 pixels 

Marker: 600 pixels

Back: 400 pixels



Objects ~ Heirlooms, 400 pixels

Digital copy of original !
tintype, ca. 1880 Perfume bottle



!

This presentation will be available to download after 
the meeting.

End


