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There are two ways to record adopted children in 
TMG, either to be included as a blood relation, or 
not. 
 
Although adopting parents would normally 
consider their adopted child as a member of the 
family equal to their biological children, the fact is 
that an ancestral chart for such a child would be 
inaccurate. 



Add new person as a son or daughter. 

The surname of the new child is that of the father, by default. 



New family addition appears as a 
biological daughter. 

Details window for Annabelle Alexander, appearing 
as a biological daughter of Frank Alexander. 



New family addition appears as a biological daughter. 



In Tree View she appears to have the identical ancestry as her biological siblings. 



The relationship role for Annabelle can be changed to Dau-Adopted. 



However, in a tree or report Annabelle still appears as a biological daughter. 



From the Add drop down menu, select New Person, or click on the ‘person +’ icon. 

Add a new person as an adopted child 



Add the New Person as Unrelated. 



Enter Given Name, Surname, Birth, etc.  Click OK 



Details window for New Person 

If either or both biological parents are 
known, double click (or Highlight + Enter) 
each parent 



Click here if the parent is known 

Click here to enter a New Person 



Tag Entry screen for Sophie & her biological father. 



Tag Entry screen for Sophie & her biological mother. 



Details window for Sophie & her biological parents. 
 

In the real world there will be variations of this scenario.  Often 
the father is not known.  Often the mother is still in school. 
 



A realistic Tree View for Sophie Wallace. 
 



From the Tag Type List select Adoption. 
 



Preview sentence 

Change role from Principal 
to Adopting Father 

Enter the ID for the 
adopting father 

Adopting parents are entered 
from the Add Witness window. 
 

Click OK 



Adoption tag for Sophie Wallace and her adoptive parents. 
 



The Associates window displays Frank Alexander & Mary 
Catherine Keebler as  Adopting Father and Adopting Mother.  
 



The Adoption tag now displays in the Details window for Sophie 
Wallace.  
 



The next stage in the life of Sophie 
Wallace is the likelihood that her 
surname  would be changed to that 
of her adoptive parents.  Perhaps 
her given name might be changed 
as well. 
 

From the Tag Type List select 
Name-Change 



Or, use Ctrl-V to access the Name 
options in the Tag Type List 
directly, then select Name-Change 



Or, use Ctrl-V to access the Name 
options in the Tag Type List 
directly, then select Name-Change 

Enter any change to her 
given name 

Enter the surname of 
her adopting parents 



Updated Details window to reflect the Name Change 



Updated Details window for Frank Alexander 
to reflect the adoption of Sophie Wallace. 



Updated Details window for Frank Alexander 
to reflect the adoption of Sophie Wallace. 

Journal report featuring the adoption of Sophie Wallace 



Narrative report for Sophie Wallace 



Edit of sentence structure to include 
names of the adoptive parents. 



Narrative Report to include names of the adoptive parents. 



Recording an adopted child using the suggested method here is the more 
accurate method to treat such a child from a genealogical viewpoint. 
 
A similar technique can be applied for  Foster, Step and Godparent 
relationships.    
 
Refer to the book entitled Getting the Most Out of The Master Genealogist, by 
Lee Hoffman, page 111. 
 
 
This presentation can be downloaded from  http://ottawa-tmg-ug.ca/ 


