TMG Tips and Tricks 7 Jun 2009 (Based on TMG 7.04)
Dates
Sort Date (Turned off in Beginner Mode)
Sort dates are used to maintain chronological order on the Person View, and in narrative reports, Individual Detail reports and Family Group Sheets. They do not print or export and have no genealogical significance. It is possible that an imported data may not contain a Sort Date since few genealogy programs have this feature. In this case, TMG will use the data in the Date field for the Sort Date whenever that date is a valid date.

You can set the date format that you want to use in File > Preferences > Program options: General.

If a date is in a nonstandard format, i.e., a format that is not recognized, it will be considered an "irregular date." The date will then be stored exactly as it was entered, without conversion.  Irregular dates are not sorted chronologically on the Person View. If an irregular date appears in the Date field, the Sort Date field can make it sort correctly.

A date with one or two digits in the year is considered an incomplete or irregular date, as it cannot be recorded in the correct century. When entering dates, be sure to use all four digits
A date entered with a single question mark will not be considered "irregular." The date will be sorted as if the question mark were not there. (Example: 30 Jun 1975?)

Modifiers (Use Help Screen)
Dates can be displayed with these modifiers:

Date within 20 years plus or minus: 

circa date
circ date
about date
abt date

The Current project options: Advanced tab in File > Preferences, provides the option to define the range included by "circa" dates.  The default is twenty years. The chosen range will affect the way dates are handled in several areas of the program.

Date before date: 

before date
bef date
bante date
Date after date: 

after date
aft date
apost date
Date between two dates: 

between date and date
bet date and date
btw date and date
date-date
From one date to another date: 

from date to date
Date based on some other event date: 

say date
est date
One date or another date: 

date|date
date or date
All dates which are not irregular are sorted chronologically, according to rules illustrated by the following sorted example: (Help Screen-Chronological Sort) 

after 1974

between 1974 and 1975

before 1975

say 1975

circa 1975

1975

after 1975 

between 1975 and 1976

bef June 1975

circa June 1975

June 1975

after June 1975

between June and July 1975

before 30 June 1975

30 June 1975

after 30 June 1975

July 1975

before 1 July 1975

In general, the order of sort is: before, circa, no modifier, after, between, given that all other elements are the same. Notice that a more specific date form always sorts after a less specific date form. A date is usually sorted at its earliest possible appearance. The "after" modifier is interpreted as inclusive of the specified time. Thus, "after June 1930" is interpreted as "June 1930 or later." 
TIP: If you want an incomplete "after" date to be sorted as an exclusive date, enter the sort date as a complete date. For example, if you enter the date "after 1930" and want it to sort as "after 31 Dec 1930", enter the sort date as "after 31 Dec 1930". 

